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II.    RESPONSE TO GEPA 417 (a)

A.    Goals and Objectives:

During FY   1983,   the  Department's   principal   objectives   for  this program
were as follows:

o To monitor the project, "New Directions 1n Library and Information
Science Education"

o To plan and Initiate a contract to determine the historical Impact of
the fellowship program funded under HEA II-B, Library Career Training

o To plan and Initiate two contracts on topics suggested in A Library
and Information Science Research Agenda for the 1980's. Topics chosen
were, "Role of Libraries in Creating and Providing Vlewtext Information
Services"; and "Diffusion of Innovations 1n Library and Information
Science."

B,    Progress and Accomplishments:

o Monitoring activities related to the study, "New Directions 1n Library
and Information Science Education" Included attendance at two of the
Advisory Council meetings and receipt of quarterly performance reports,
The study 1s to determine the competencies needed now and 1n the next
twenty years by the library and Information science profession,

o The project, Historical Impact of Higher Education Act II-B, Library
Career Training, was awarded May 6 to St. John's University, Jamaica,
New York. It win ascertain the accomplishments of past recipients
of fellowship awards including examination of the following issues?
if shortages In graduate library school facilities have been reduced;
whether or not minorities and women have achieved top management
positions 1n libraries; and whether or not minorities have entered
the profession.

o The Diffusion of Innovation 1n Library and Information Science project
will identify major innovations in library and Information science
developed In the last ten years, trace the development and distribution
of the Innovation, develop a model for planned diffusion, and recommend
options needed to develop a diffusion network for library and Informa-
tion science.

o   Competition among eliglbles under the  Small  Business Act,  Section 8a
was held for the study, "The Role of Libraries 1n Creating and Providing
Vlewtext Information Services" to show how the Nation's libraries are
using the new technologies to transmit print material --e.g., television,
cable, telephone, cassettes, discs, etc.ract.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